Genesis Chapter 3 Notes (Defenders Study Bibleby Henry Morris)

3:1 serpent. The “serpent” was not merely a talking snake, bag Batan himself (Revelation 12:9;
20:2) possessing and using the serpent’s bodydeivkeEve. Satan had been originally “created” (see
notes on Ezekiel 28:14,15) as the highest of gjeln the anointed cherub covering the very thafne
God in heaven. He, along with all the angels, heshlxreated to be “ministering spirits, sent footh
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvatigHebrews 1:14). Not content with a role inferior in
two important respects to man (angels were notetda God’s image, nor could they reproduce after
their kind, there being no female angels), Satdraléhird of the angels (Revelation 12:4, 9) tceteb
against God, seeking to become God himself. Evigeme did not really believe that God was the
omnipotent Creator, but rather that all had evoliveth the primeval chaos (probably the explanation
for the widespread ancient pagan belief that thedAmegan in a state of watery chaos). God,
therefore, “cast [him] to the ground” (Ezekiel 28)1thus allowing Satan to tempt the very ones he
had been created to serve.

3:1 subtil. The physical serpent was clever, and possibly iy able to stand upright, eye-to-eye
with man (the Hebrew word igchash, possibly meaning originally a shining, uprigh¢ature).

3:1 hesaid. There is a possibility that some of the animals imaye originally been able to
communicate on an elementary level with their humasters, an ability later removed by the Curse.
More likely, God merely allowed Satan to use thgeet’'s throat (as He later allowed Balaam’s ass to
speak—Numbers 22:28) and Eve was, in her innocentget aware of the strangeness of it.

3:1 hath God said. The root of all sin is doubting God’s Word. Sataed this approach successfully
even with one who had never sinned before and valdanlo sin-nature inclining her to sin. Satan
merely implanted a slight doubt concerning God'saeity and His sovereign goodness. The approach
so successful in this case has provided the pdttetris temptations ever since.

3:3touch it. Eve, in her developing resentment against Godjrftl Satan’s trap, both taking away
from God’s Word and adding to it. God had said tbeyld “freely eat of every tree” (Genesis 2:16);
Eve quoted Him merely as saying they could eahetitees. God had said they should not eat of the
fruit of one tree; Eve added the statement that sheuld not even touch it. These are the very sins
God warned about after His written Word was finaibmpleted (Revelation 22:18,19). Doubting
God’s Word, augmenting, then diluting, and finakyecting God’s Word—this was Satan’s temptation
and Eve’s sin, and this is the common sequencpastasy even today.

3:4 the serpent. It is interesting that two clay seals found in #8nehaeological digs at Nineveh may
reflect the story of the fall of Adam and Eve. Geems to show the man and woman being tempted
by the serpent, the other their expulsion fromgaeden.

3:5beasgods. Satan’s sin led him to desire to be as God, arsMias the desire he placed in Eve’s
mind (see notes on Isaiah 14:13,14). In fact, wer@questions or changes the Word of God, heris, fo
all practical purposes, making himself to be “god.”
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3:5 knowing good and evil. Satan’s deceptions are always most effective whey lhave some truth in
them. Through eating the forbidden fruit, Adam &we would indeed come to “know good and evil,”
but not “as gods!”

3:6 make onewise. The threefold temptation, appealing to body (“gémrdfood”), soul (“pleasant to
the eyes”) and spirit (“make one wise”), was thesdy which Satan appealed to Christ in the
wilderness (Luke 4:1-12), and against which Chaistiare warned in | John 2:16 (“the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pridé&a!

3:6 hedid eat. It was at this point that “by one man sin entered the world, and death by sin”
(Romans 5:12). There could have been no deatreiwtild before man brought sin into the world.
Thus, the fossils in the earth’s crust cannot becard of the evolution of life leading up to maut b
must be a record of death after man. In the ewawiatiy scenario, struggle and death in the animal
kingdom eventually, after a billion years, brougfdn into the world. The truth is, however, that man
brought death into his whole dominion by his sin.

3:7 naked. The sudden recognition of their nakedness indidatesealization of Adam and Eve that
their descendants, as well as themselves, wouldrabk effects of this original sin. The abilityda
instruction to be fruitful, given by God as a uregulessing, now would also convey the curse of sin
and death. Adam was the federal head of the huawm and it was “through the offence of one many
be dead” (Romans 5:15).

3:7fig leaves. The hasty fabrication of fig leaf aprons might cealctheir procreative organs from
each other, but could hardly hide their sin frondGdeither will the “filthy rags” of self-made
“righteousnesses” (Isaiah 64:6) cover sinful hetrtiay. The “garments of salvation” and the “rolbe o
righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10) can be provided bglod, just as God provided coats of skins for
Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21).

3:8 walking in the garden. This is not a crude anthropomorphism, but an achedphany. The

“Word of God,” Christ in His preincarnate stategutarly appeared in the garden for fellowship and
communication with His people. How long this peraddellowship had endured is not stated, but it
was long enough for the Satanic rebellion in hearmhexpulsion to earth. Since it was not long
enough for Eve to conceive children, however, andesshe and Adam had been instructed by God to
do so, it was probably not more than a few daysegks.

3:10 hid myself. The shame associated with nudity is no artifiailbition of civilization, but has its
source in this primeval awareness of sin. It igydo$t when consciences are so hardened as to lose
sensitivity to sin. Clothing is even worn in hea®evelation 1:13; 19:14).

3:11 Hast thou eaten. God'’s questions were not to obtain information, toutncourage Adam and
Eve to confess their sin. Instead of repentanceghier, they responded by feeble attempts at self-
justification, each blaming someone else. In tiisy behaved like most of their descendants.

3:14 cursed above all cattle. God’s Curse fell first on the Serpent, representivagy’s great enemy, the

devil, as a perpetual reminder to man of his fdllother animals were also placed under the Cuase,
part of man’s dominion, but the Serpent was cuederVe all others, becoming a universal object of
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dread and loathing. Whatever may have been itgnatigosture, it would henceforth glide on its ell
eating its prey directly off the ground, and cowkewath the dust of the earth.

3:15 enmity between thee. This verse is famous as the Protevangel (“firspgti$. The Curse was
directed immediately towards the Serpent, buteiéd thrust was against the evil spirit possesssg i
body, “that old serpent, called the Devil” (Revadat12:9). Satan may have assumed he had now won
the allegiance of the woman and all her descendautssod told him there would be enmity between
him and the woman.

3:15 her seed. The “seed of the woman” can only be an allusioa foture descendant of Eve who
would have no human father. Biologically, a womaoduces no seed, and except in this case Biblical
usage always speaks only of the seed of men. Tomiged Seed would, therefore, have to be
miraculously implanted in the womb. In this way, Weuld not inherit the sin nature which would
disqualify every son of Adam from becoming a Sa¥iom sin. This prophecy thus clearly anticipates
the future virgin birth of Christ.

3:15 bruise thy head. Satan will inflict a painful wound on the woman’seesl, but Christ in turn will
inflict a mortal wound on the Serpent, crushinghesd. This prophecy was fulfilled in the first
instance at the cross, but will culminate whentthenphant Christ casts Satan into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:10).

3:15 bruise hished. This primeval prophecy made such a profound imppassn Adam’s

descendants that it was incorporated, with vargiegrees of distortion and embellishment, in all the
legends, mythologies and astrologies of the angjdified as they are with tales of mighty heroes
engaged in life-and-death struggles with dragomsather monsters. Mankind, from the earliest ages,
has recorded its hope that someday a Savior waugeavho would destroy the devil and reconcile
man to God.

3:16 multiply thy sorrow. Had Eve not sinned, the experience of childbirtlulddnave been easy and
pleasant, like every other experience in the pereeld God had made. The Curse, however, fell in a
peculiar way on Eve and her daughters, and thegrarsorrow of conception and birth would be
greatly multiplied.

Nevertheless, the bearing of children, especiatlg lvoman who loves God and seeks to obey Him, is
a time of blessing and rejoicing even though acaomgd by a time of suffering (John 16:21). In the
experience of giving birth, every woman experienmgproxy, as it were, the privilege granted Mary
when she became the mother of the promised SedtieFuore, she even becomes a type of Christ,
who “shall see His seed...He shall see of the frat&lis soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isaiah B3:

11). The suffering is submerged in the rejoicimg] this in itself goes far toward mitigating the
physical pain (note | Timothy 2:15).

3:16 rule over thee. She who had acted independently of her husbandridédsire for the forbidden
fruit must henceforth exercise her desires thrdughhusband, and he would be ruler in the family.
This prophecy has been fulfilled throughout histanyevery time and nation.

To the woman who knows God, however, especialthenfull light of Christianity, her role of
submission to God and to her husband becomes terswé greatest fulfilment and happiness. The
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“rule” of a true Christian husband is not one ofdess and subjugation, but one of loving
companionship and caring responsibility (Coloss&i8-21; Ephesians 5:22-33; | Peter 3:1-7; etc.).

3:17 unto Adam. The full force of the Curse fell on Adam, as thgp@nsible head of the human race,
and on all his dominion. Instead of believing God/srd, Adam had “hearkened to the voice of his
wife,” and she had been beguiled by the voice efs#rpent. It is always a fatal mistake to alloes th
words of any creature to take precedence over thel\&f God.

3:17 cursed isthe ground. The “ground” is the same word as “earth.” The v&gments of matter, out
of which all things had been made, were includetthéCurse, so that the “whole creation” (Romans
8:22) was brought under bondage to a universatimplg of “corruption” (literally “decay’-Romans
8:21). That is, all things had been built up by Gaan the basic elements of matter (“the dust ef th
earth”), but now they would all begin to decay bazkhe dust again. The curse evidently applies to
the entire physical cosmos, as well as to the pBagh, though it is possible that the decay ppilec
operating in the stars and the other planets materalso to the prior sin of the angelic “host of
heaven.”

3:17 for thy sake. The curse was not only a punishment for man’s d@id@mce but also a provision

for man’s good, forcing him to recognize the sesimess of his sin, to realize the folly of trusting
anyone but his Creator, and his inability to sawesklf from destruction. This would encourage him
to a state of true repentance toward God and &b imuGod to save him. Analogously, the Second Law
of Thermodynamics, which is the modern scientifateament of this decay principle (see notes on
Genesis 1:1), though pointing toward an ultimatatil®f the universe, at the same time points back t
a primeval creation and therefore compels mendk toward the Creator as its only possible Savior.

3:18 thistles. It seems unlikely that God actually created thamng thistles at this time. More
probably, He allowed the beneficent processes tndtsres He had made previously, all of which
were “very good” initially, to deteriorate in vang degrees, some even becoming harmful to man and
to each other. There exists now a host of systamature (disease, bacteria, viruses, parasitegs fa
and claws, weeds and poisons, etc.) which reflstat@ of conflict, predation, and struggle for
existence in the plant and animal kingdoms, as agih human life, all of which seems, at firstbto
inconsistent with the concept of an ideal creatlorthe physical world there are storms and
earthquakes, extremes of heat and cold, weathandglisintegration, and many other unpleasant
phenomena. There is still need for research torstaled the mechanisms by which this change of
state from the perfect creation was brought alouyilants and animals, beneficent structures may
either have mutated to malevolent structures @ ledse been replaced through natural selection by
recessive characteristics, coded into the gengsitesh by God at the time of creation in anticipatid
the future environmental changes that might bessitaed if Adam used his freedom wrongfully.

These systems and processes now maintain a balnature and so are indirectly beneficial in
maintaining life on a cursed earth, even thouglividdal organisms all eventually die. Had the Fall
and Curse not taken place, populations would prgliedve eventually been stabilized at optimum
values by divine constraints on the reproductivecess. With God’s personal presence withdrawn for
a time, however, it is more salutary to maintaiderrby these indirect constraints associated \uigh t
Curse, adding still further to the testimony threg world is now travailing in pain, awaiting itsmamg
Redeemer.
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3:19 sweat of thy face. The Curse on Adam had four main aspectssgdnow, because of the futility
of endless struggle against a hostile environm@ppain, signified by the thorns; (Jweat, ortears,
the “strong crying” occasioned by the labor necgsgamaintain life and hope; and (4) eventual
physicaldeath in spite of all his efforts, returning back to thest.

But Christ, as the second Adam, has borne the ¢orses (Galatians 3:13), as the “man of sorrows”
(Isaiah 53:3), wearing th@orns and suffering the greatgsdin (Mark 15:17), acquired bstrong

crying (Hebrews 5:7) teweat as it were drops of blood before being finallydmybt into thedust of
death (Psalm 22:15). And because He so suffered fooruse again someday God will dwell with
men, and “there shall be no maieath, neithersorrow, norcrying, neither shall there be any more
pain” (Revelation 21:4). Indeed there shall be “no mauwese” (Revelation 22:3).

3:19 dust thou art. The Curse thus applies to man and woman, to threadsiiand to the physical
elements, God’s whole creation. It is so univeesalo have been discovered and recognized
empirically as a general scientific law, the lawrafreasing entropy (“in-turning”). This famous
Second Law of Thermodynamics is sometimes alsedd#fie law of morpholysis (“loosing of
structure”). It expresses the universal tendencgystems to decay and become disordered, for gnerg
to be converted into forms unavailable for furtivark, for information to become confused, for the
new to become worn, for the young to become oldtHe living to die, even for whole species to
become extinct. One of the most amazing anomafiesman thought is that the concept of evolution,
which has never been observed in action scientifiead is exactly the opposite of the universally
proved scientific principle of increasing entrop¥is theory is nevertheless believed to be the most
fundamental principle of nature by almost the eniitellectual establishment!

3:20 Eve. Eve means “life,” and her name indicates Adam’thfai God'’s promise that the “woman”
would bear a Seed. Even though he realized he wiag tp die, Adam still believed that God would
provide life. He had disobeyed God’s Word by partglof his wife’s forbidden fruit; now he believed
God’s Word centered on his wife’s fruitfulness. &rrue faith is always accompanied by repentance,
it is evident that Adam had turned away from Sataeh back to God. No doubt Eve had done the
same, desiring now to follow her husband instedéading him.

3:20 all living. There were no children at this time, so this stateins apparently an editorial insertion
by Moses, testifying that all mankind had descerfdad Adam and Eve. There were no “pre-
Adamite” men (compare | Corinthians 15:45, speakihighe first man Adam”), nor were there any
pre-Fall children, since “in Adam all die” (I Cotmans 15:22).

3:21 coats of skin. This action is very instructive in several ways: Gbod considers clothing so vital

in this present world that He himself providedait dur first parents; (2) the aprons fashioned b
and Eve were inadequate, testifying in effect thah-made efforts to prepare for God’s presence will
be rejected; (3) the clothing provided by God regghiishedding the blood of two animals, probably
two sheep, who were thus the first creatures dgtt@buffer death after Adam’s sin, illustratirtget
basic Biblical principle of substitutionary atonemhéor “covering”), requiring the shedding of
innocent blood as a condition of forgiveness fer smner.

3:22 asone of us. Once again there is a divine council of the Godh#ad time to decree man’s

expulsion from the garden. Man’s ultimate restaratiequires his full instruction in the effectssuf
and separation from God.
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3:22 tree of life. The delicious fruit of the tree of life had beeadly available to Adam and Eve, but it
was notnecessary for their survival. It was only eating the fruit the tree of knowledge of good and
evil that would result in death (Genesis 2:17). $ame will apply when the tree of life is planted
again in the new earth. Its fruit and leaves wallfieely available for food (Revelation 22:2), dwill
not be necessary for survival, since there wilhbenore death there (Revelation 21:4). However, it
did contain such wonderful health-giving ingredgetitat it would have enabled people to survive to
tremendous ages even after sin and death entexredbitid, and this would have undermined God’s
intended purpose for death (see note on Genesi3. :he words “for ever” in this verse are from the
Hebrewolam, which can also legitimately be translated a “ltinge,” depending on context (e.qg.,
Isaiah 42:14). It is also used for the “lastinddii(Deuteronomy 33:15).

3:22 livefor ever. The fruit of the tree of life will be freely avallée to all in the new earth (Revelation
2:7; 22:1-2).

3:23 sent him forth. Evidently Adam and Eve were reluctant to leavertheautiful garden home and
God'’s personal fellowship, but it was for their ogmod, and God finally “drove out” those whom He
loved (Genesis 3:24).

3:24 Cherubims. The cherubim are apparently the highest beingsdarhterarchy of angels, always
associated with the immediate presence of Godr{iP$8110; 80:1; 99:1; Ezekiel 1:4-28; 10:1-22;
Revelation 4:6-8; etc.). Satan himself had onceltee “anointed cherub” on God’s holy mountain
(Ezekiel 28:14). The appointment of the cherubirkdep (or “guard”) the way to the tree of life, kit
swordlike tongues of flame flashing around thenggasts that God’s personal presence continued to
be associated with the garden and the tree. Bpgpalith the representations of the cherubim in the
Holy of Holies in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:17-82prews 9:3-5), it may be that God continued to
meet at stipulated intervals with his people atgh&ance to the garden (see notes on Genesig.4:3-5
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